Step Back To

Historic

G
ainesville

With Your Cell Phone

Free Gainesville
Cell Phone Tours

Historic G
ainesville

Step Back To

With Your Cell Phone

D

ial your cell phone for a free*
insightful, self-paced tour
of the Historic Gainesville,

Florida. You control what you hear,
when and what order. Enjoy fascinating
details and recollections of the homes
and buildings in the area. The tour
includes the Thomas Center, Northeast
Historic District, Matheson Museum
Campus, Bed & Breakfast Inns, and
Southeast Historic District.

Free & Easy
Tour Instructions
Locate a tour stop.
Call 352.327.9002,
enter the tour stop number
followed by the #.
Listen and enjoy the tour!
Comment on your
experience by dialing 0#.

*There is no cost to you except your minutes

~ Gainesville, FL ~
Note: map not to scale

Historic Thomas Center

I

n the mid-1900s the Thomas Center was the social
gathering place for residents. It is now the City of
Gainesville’s Cultural Center and city offices. The
Thomas Center’s history and evolution is an interesting
story. The estate previously called “Sunkist Villa” was
completed in 1910. Major William Reuben Thomas, his
wife Kathryn and their five children made it their home.
In 1928 the property was expanded to become a resort
hotel. The building remained important until its closing
in 1968. It then became the campus of Santa Fe Junior
College. In 1974 the property was purchased by the City
of Gainesville and the buildings were restored.
Follow this guide through the building to hear the
interesting history of the property and the Thomas Family.
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To begin your free and easy tour:
1. Visit 302 NE 6th Ave (see Northeast District
for driving directions).
2. Begin at tour stop 11.
3. Dial 352.327.9002, dial 11#.
4. Comment on your experience by dialing 0#.

Northeast District
A

pproved in 1980, the
Northeast Historic District
is recognized by the
US Department of the Interior as
making an important contribution
to American Cultural Heritage. The
first historic district in North Central
Florida, it includes 290 historic
buildings within a 63 block area
which reflect architectural styles
typical in Florida from the 1880s
to the late 1930s. Learn about the
interesting history of the buildings
in this district.

Mur phree Hou se

Bodiford Hou se
To begin your free and easy tour:
1. Travel east on University Ave. Make a
left on NE 1st St and make a right at
NE 6th Ave. Parking available at 302
NE 6th Ave. Begin your tour at the
Thomas Center, tour stop 11.
2. Dial 352.327.9002, dial 11#.
3. Follow the guide around the Northeast
Historic District.
Note: map
not to scale

4. Comment on your experience by
dialing 0#.
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earn about the history of Alachua County,
Fla. at the Matheson Campus which includes
four sites: the Museum, the Matheson Home,
the Tison Tool Barn and Sweetwater Branch Park.

Matheson Museum, 513 E University Ave [press 305#]
Explore Gainesville’s old American Legion Hall, that
houses permanent and temporary exhibitions that tell
the story of Alachua County.

Matheson House [press 346#]
The second oldest residence in Gainesville. Home to Chris
Matheson, the city’s mayor from 1910 to 1917, a state
legislator, and later, a minister. Inside, period furniture and
personal possessions are a testament to a family’s history and
that of Gainesville itself.
Tison Tool Barn [press 380#]
The structure—and the tools it preserves— honor the
skill and artistry that created Alachua County’s built
environment.
Sweetwater Park & Synpotic Garden [press 410#]
An outdoor museum in the heart of the city that includes
panel displays that line the park walkways, providing
information on the local history.

To begin your free and easy tour:
1. Travel east on University Ave to 513 E University Ave,
museum parking on right side. Pick a tour stop to
begin your tour.
2. Dial 352.327.9002, dial the tour stop number
followed by the #.
3. Comment on your experience by dialing 0#.
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Southeast District and

Bed & Break fast Inns
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Laurel Oak Inn (Lassiter Hou se)

ne of Gainesville’s oldest residential communities,
the Southeast Historic District had its origins in the
1854 incorporation of the city and evolved through
seven additional subdivisions.
It comprises twenty-three blocks with ninety-six
contributing structures. Contained within its boundaries are
a significant number
of Queen Anne style
homes which served
as residences for
downtown merchants
and professionals at
the turn of the century.
The area also has a
cluster of bungalows
and period revival
homes which date
Magnolia Plantation(Baird Hou se)
from the 1920s. Several
of the historic homes have been renovated and opened as Bed
& Breakfast Inns.
To begin your tour of the Southeast Historic District,
please call 352.327.9002, 451#.

To begin your free and easy tour:
1. Travel east on University Ave and continue 5-6
streets east of Main St. Pick a tour stop to begin
your tour.
2. Dial 352.327.9002, dial the tour stop number
followed by the #.
3. Follow the guide around the Southeast Historic
District and Bed & Breakfast District.
4. Comment on your experience by dialing 0#.
Note: map not to scale
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Enjoy Historic Downtown
Gainesville, Florida
with Your Cell Phone.
• Free tour – no cost except your minutes
• Fascinating details
• Self-paced

Sweet water Branch I
nn
(Mc Kenzie Hou se)

Camellia Rose Inn

Information included in this tour was derived from local historians,
The Thomas Center: An Illustrated History and Guide by Rie Burton
and Sam Gowan, and Historic Alachua County and Old Gainesville:
A Tour Guide to the Past by Ben Pickard. For more information on
these books, please contact Alachua Press at 352.378.2280.
This program is in partnership with the City of Gainesville —
Parks, Recreation and Culture Affairs and Alachua County.

www.gainesvillecelltours.com
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